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Saskatchewan Dental Therapists Association 
42nd Annual General Meeting 

May 1, 2016 
 

AGENDA 
 

1. Call to order: Welcome/Introduction 
2. Approval of Agenda 
3. Approval of Minutes of the 2015 Annual General Meeting 
4. Officers’ Reports 
 4.1 President – Loretta Singh 
 4.2 Vice-President – Heather Sali 
 4.3 Executive Director – Cindy G. Reed 
 4.4 Registrar – Cindy G. Reed 
 4.5 Treasurer - Cindy G. Reed 
5. Election of Council 
6. Committee Reports  
 6.1 Executive Committee – Loretta Singh  
 6.2 Professional Conduct Committee – Adam Heimbecker 
 6.3 Discipline Committee – Dwight Krauss 
 6.4 Credentials Committee/Professional Development Grant – Darcy Tkatchuk 
 6.5 Legislative Review Committee – Loretta Singh 
 6.6 Continuing Education/Professional Development Committee – Amy Gabruck 
        /Mary-Lou Sanderson 
 6.7 SDTA 2015 Annual Conference Committee/Election – Petra Beaven 
 6.8 Editorial Committee – Amy Gabruck 
 6.9 Community Oral Health Committee/Trade-a-Tooth – Amelia Swiderski 
        /Lenia Rivera/Lacey Evanochko 
7. Other Business/Discussion 
 7.1 Audit – Cindy G. Reed 
 7.2 SDTA Survey 2015 – Cindy G. Reed 
 7.3 Saskatchewan Oral Health Coalition – Leslie Topola 
 7.4 Saskatchewan Oral Health Professions Conference – Leslie Topola  

      /Cynthia Ostafie  
 7.5 Saskatchewan Oral Health Professionals Committee for Long Term Care  
         – Leslie Topola 
 7.6 PBL/Malpractice Liability Insurance – Cindy G. Reed 
 7.7 New Technologies – Cindy G. Reed  
 7.8 DT Training Modules – Patricia Gottselig 
 7.9 CDTA/Canadian Oral Health Round Table – Loretta Singh  
 7.10 Immediate Past President – Heather Sali 
 7.11 Mentorship Re-Licensure Program – Cindy G. Reed 
 7.12 Dental Therapy Training – Loretta Singh  
 7.13 Standards for Dental Therapy Education Programs in the US Expert Panel  
        – Darren Berg 
 7.14 Memorandum of Understanding – Darren Berg/Cindy G. Reed 
8. Reports of Election Results 
9. Adjournment 



SASKATCHEWAN DENTAL THERAPISTS ASSOCIATION 
ANNUAL REPORTS 2015-2016 

 
PRESIDENT'S ANNUAL REPORT 

 
As president one of my duties is to represent the SDTA at various activities and functions.   
 
I represented the SDTA at meetings of the Saskatchewan Oral Health Coalition (SOHC) in 
Saskatoon and Regina.  I represented the SDTA at a meeting regarding the Provincial Enhanced 
Preventive Dental Services: Standard of Care Programming.  I represented the SDTA at the 
Saskatchewan Oral Health Professions (SOHP) Conference.     
 
At the SOHP Conference I spent time manning our booth and moderated and scanned a session.  
We could use much more support during upcoming conferences at the SDTA booth.  I would 
encourage you to contact Cindy if you are planning to attend this year’s conference to take a shift 
so it is not left to one or two people.  The SDTA Forum at the end of the conference is always a 
great time to meet with my professional peers.  This past year was no exception as we had a 
good turnout.  
 
The SDTA 2015 Annual Conference was a definite highlight of the year. Good job Moose Jaw.  It 
was an excellent experience.  I am expecting by the time I present this report we will have had 
another fantastic time together learning and socializing in Waskesiu. 
 
The lack of Dental Therapy training in Saskatchewan continues to be a huge concern for our 
association.  The association hired a consulting group to assist us in coming up with a strategic 
plan to move forward.  We will discuss this further at the AGM.  We continue to hear from others 
who share our concern and offer their support.     
 
I reviewed and witnessed the audit from our accountant. 
 
This year’s Canadian Roundtable is being held in Ottawa, April 15 -17.  I have contacted the 
president of the Canadian Dental Therapist Association to inquire if Dental Therapy will be 
represented.  There has been interest raised by a member to attend so I will follow up with this 
member for updates.    
 
I would like to acknowledge at this time our Public Representatives.  Pastor Ken Epp, Linda Allen-
Hardisty and Richard Rodda are valuable assets around the Council table.  They consistently are 
a voice for and work towards the safety of the public.   
 
I would like to publicly acknowledge the hard work of Cindy Reed our Executive Director.  She 
continues to give 100% to our association.  She has always got so much on her plate.  She does 
a phenomenal job in the few hours we pay her each week.       
 
I would like to express my gratitude to each member on Council and those members of our 
committees who have contributed this year.  Completing their term on Council are Amy Gabruck, 
Petra Beaven, Dwight Krauss, Darcy Tkatchuk and myself.  Continuing their term on Council are 
Heather Sali (Vice President) Adam Heimbecker, Lenia Rivera, Mary-Lou Sanderson and Amelia 
Swiderski.   
 
I would like to say to all SDTA members thank you for your dedication to improve the oral health 
of the residents of Saskatchewan.  I am so proud of our profession and the work we do in many 
different settings.  Being on Council is something I would encourage all of you to consider.   Not 
only is it a valuable life experience but it is a responsible and honorable thing to do to forward the 
association which licenses you. If you have not been on Council lately consider it.    
 



Finally, I would like to thank you all for the opportunity that I have had over the past two and a half 
terms to represent you as your president.  It has been a rewarding experience. I will be staying on 
Council for an additional year in the newly formed position of Immediate Past President.   

 
Respectfully submitted, 

Loretta Singh  
SDTA President 

 
VICE-PRESIDENT’S ANNUAL REPORT 

 
As the end of my first year as Vice President approaches it gives me the chance to reflect on this 
past year on council. Wow! What a rewarding year it has been. I was new to this position and I 
am so grateful for everything I have learned from our very confident President, Loretta Singh; our 
dedicated Executive Director, Cindy Reed; and all other council members that worked so hard 
this year. We saw new faces to council and welcomed back with open arms past council 
members. One thing we all have in common is our love and dedication for Dental Therapy.  
 
Our annual meeting is just around the corner and with it approaching we still have no training 
facility for future Dental Therapists. Council continues to advocate and exhaust all avenues to 
support any plans that will solve this. We are all hoping for better things to come in the future. I 
encourage all members to get involved where they can, whether that be on council or within your 
community. It is always nice to have new faces on council and it is never too late to learn and be 
more involved in your profession, especially with a rise in retiring Therapists.  
 
This past year I have attended council meetings regularly and I represented our members for the 
2015 Saskatchewan Oral Health Professions Conference, which was held in September in 
Regina with Barb Ing. This was my second time being on this committee and I have learned and 
gained even more knowledge this time around. I look forward to helping plan this conference 
again in the future years. I helped with updating documents, recorded additions to the Book of 
Resolutions, assisted committee chairpersons when needed and added minutes from previous 
meetings to the Vice President binder. As Vice President I continue to work on the Legislative 
Review and Executive Committee.  
 
Thank you to all the members who served on council this year. Your time, hard work and 
dedication has not gone unnoticed. I look forward to assisting future council members. I am 
excited to see what the next year has in store for our profession. 
 
Respectfully submitted 

Heather Sali 
SDTA Vice-President  
 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S ANNUAL REPORT 
 
Welcome everyone to the SDTA’s 42nd Annual General Meeting.   
 
The focus on the year has been on the training of dental therapists.  We have been working with 
various stakeholders to assist us in our mission.  This will be addressed later on the agenda.   
 
This year Loretta Singh will complete her term as President.  It has been a great five years 
working with her.  I would like to thank her for her all of her assistance especially for all of those 
times when her expertise was needed.  Thankfully she will be staying with us in the position of 
Past President to assist the new president with the transition.     
 



Heather Sali our dedicated Vice-President.  Heather came to the position with many years of 
experience as a council member and it shows.  Her favorite sayings seem to be “what do you 
want me to do?” or “do you want me to do that?”.  It is great! 
 
I would like to say thank you to outgoing Council Members for their work on Council.  Outgoing 
members are Petra Beaven, Amy Gabruck, Dwight Krauss, and Darcy Tkatchuk.  I would like to 
also thank returning members for the work they have done and the work they will be doing.  
Returning are Adam Heimbecker, Lenia Rivera, Mary-Lou Sanderson and Amelia Swiderski.  I 
especially like that everyone on council readily participated at meetings.  I would also like to thank 
Lacey Evanochko our Trade-a-Tooth and Facebook Coordinator.   
 
This year we welcomed Mr. Richard Rodda as our new Public Representatives.  He joins Linda 
Allen-Hardisty and Pastor Ken Epp on our council.  We have had a lot going on and they have 
been a great support and representation for the public.   
 
This year we will be electing four council members.  I would encourage anyone who is interested 
in joining Council to run for election this year.  Each member will be asked to chair or co-chair a 
committee.  Each committee has a set terms of reference making the committee direction clear.  
New council members will be guided by past chairpersons, the vice-president, as well as myself.   
 
We will also be electing a new president this year.  The position is a very rewarding one.  This 
year the transition will be made easier with the addition of the newly created Past Presidents 
position.  With the assistance of the Past Present, Loretta Singh, council members and myself the 
position will come with a lot of guidance.  I encourage anyone interested to please run for the 
position.  You won’t regret it.   
 
Other duties of the Executive Director activities will be discussed as they come up in the agenda. 
 
I am looking forward to the 42nd Annual Conference in Waskesiu and hope to see everyone there.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Cindy G. Reed SDT 
Executive Director/Registrar/Secretary/Treasurer  
 

REGISTRAR’S ANNUAL REPORT 
 
There has been three dental therapist registered since the 2016 Annual General Meeting. In 
accordance with Bylaw II Section 2 of the Saskatchewan Dental Therapists Association Bylaws, 
on January 31, 2016, the names of 6 dental therapists were removed from the register as they no 
longer met the requirements for registration.  In accordance with Section 19 of The Dental 
Disciplines Act, there are currently 237 dental therapists registered with the Saskatchewan Dental 
Therapists Council. 
 
There are currently 210 Practicing Memberships (licenses) issued to date for the year 2016.  
There are 206 members with a clinical restorative practice and 4 members with a public health 
preventative practice.  There were 219 Practicing Memberships in 2015.   
 
There are 27 Non-Practicing Memberships issued to date for the year 2016.  There were 221 
Non-Practicing Memberships issued in 2015. 
 
There are 24 Affiliates issued to date for the year 2016.  There were 25 Affiliates issued in 2015. 
 
Current membership information has been compiled for our Annual Report 2015 and has been 
submitted and filed with the Minister of Justice, according to Section 49 of the Dental Disciplines 
Act.   



 
There is one application under review at this time.    
 
There were 3 applications for reinstatement accepted since the last AGM.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Cindy G. Reed SDT 
Executive Director/Registrar/Secretary/Treasurer  
 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT 
 
Committee Chairperson: Loretta Singh 
Committee Members: Heather Sali (Vice President), Ken Epp (Public Representative), Cindy 
Reed (Executive Director non-voting)  
 
No business has been brought before the Executive Committee this year. 
 
A Work Plan was shared and the Terms or Reference was reviewed and approved by Council. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Loretta Singh  
Chairperson 
 

PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT 
 
Committee Co-Chairpersons:  Adam Heimbecker 
Committee Members:  Richard Rodda (public representative), Patricia Gottselig, Shirley 
Mathieson 
 
This year the PCC had a busy year with a lot of heavy investigation, consulting and also change, 
with myself taking the position of Committee Chair.  The PCC had one ongoing investigation 
through the year; this investigation was complex and required multiple phone calls, legal advice 
and countless emails.  Recently the final decision was made that there was insufficient evidence 
to move forward to the Discipline Committee; recommendations were made and the investigation 
closed with no further action taken.  There is presently a new case in question that is awaiting 
replies and will be investigated in the weeks to come. 
 
The PCC this year was fortunate enough to investigate, interview and acquire legal counsel to 
represent us.  We agreed upon Darcie Schirr of Mckercher LLP in Regina, who participated 
gratefully in our aforementioned investigation.  We feel confident in her abilities and 
professionalism although strongly hope we will not need to utilize her expertise very often. 
 
I attended a one-day seminar on discipline investigations and conduct hearings in Saskatoon on 
October 3, 2016.  The seminar was conducted by Bryan Salte, legal counsel and Assistant 
Registrar to the Saskatchewan College of Physicians and Surgeons.   
 
Accepting the position of chair of the PCC earlier this year proved to be demanding and 
extremely fulfilling in expanding my knowledge even further in the profession of Dental Therapy.  I 
would like to personally thank my members for their work and willing cooperation this year; 
special thanks to Trish Gottselig as your experience and professionalism in this committee has 
been valuable beyond words to me.  Thank you also to Cindy Reed for your helpfulness, patience 
and understanding in the past year as I educated and cultured myself to protocol, expectations 
and timelines of council and my position.   
 



Respectfully submitted, 

Adam Heimbecker  
Professional Conduct Committee Co-Chairperson 
 

DISCIPLINE COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT 
 
Committee Chairpersons:  Dwight Krauss 
 
Committee Members: Linda Allen-Hardisty (Public Representative) and Darren Berg   
 
No matters were referred to the Discipline Committee from the Professional Conduct Committee 
for consideration.  No other Committee business was undertaken. 
 
The chair of the Discipline Committee attended a Professional Conduct Seminar on October 3, 
2015.  The seminar was on discipline investigations and conduct hearings conducted by Bryan 
Salte, legal counsel and Assistant Registrar to the Saskatchewan College of Physicians and 
Surgeons.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Dwight Krauss 

Discipline Committee Chairperson 
 
CREDENTIALS/PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT GRANT COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT 

 
Co-Chairpersons: Darcy Tkatchuk 
Committee Member:  Lacey Evanochko, Amie Gohlke, Charlane Holowachuk, Barb Ing, Cindy 
Reed 
 
The current SDTA scholarship and bursary guidelines were added to the Work Plan. 
 
An application was received for the Professional and Personal Development Grant. This will be 
reviewed by the committee. 
 
Respectfully submitted 

Darcy Tkatchuk 
Chairperson 
 

LEGISLATIVE REVIEW COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT 
 
Chairperson: Loretta Singh 
Committee Members: Heather Sali, Cindy Reed 
 
The committee members met and have continued to make changes and seek advice as to the 
need changes for the SDTA Bylaws.   
 
A Work Plan was shared and the Terms or Reference was reviewed and approved by Council. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Loretta Singh 
Legislative Review Committee Chairperson  



 
CONTINUING EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

ANNUAL REPORT 
 
Committee Co-Chairpersons: Mary Lou Sanderson & Amy Gabruck 
 
Committee Members: Heather Sali & Glenda Burnouf 
 
Speaker for the 2016 Conference were as follows: 
8:30 – Sara Langley, RD, CDE “Nutrition and Dental Health” 
10:30 – Dr. Kris Stewart, BSP, MD, FRCPC “Blood Borne Pathogens” 
1:15 – Lissette Dufour, RDH, Senior Oral Health Advisor, Health Canada “Canada’s Oral Health” 
3:00 – Curtis Taylor, Sinclair Dental “Dental Imaging” 
 
No other continuing education days were organized this year.  Any ideas for speakers are always 
greatly appreciated by the committee.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Amy Gabruck/Mary Lou Sanderson 
Co-Chairpersons 
 

SDTA 2015 ANNUAL CONFERENCE ANNUAL REPORT 
 
Committee Chairpersons: Petra Beaven 
Committee Members:  Marylou Sanderson, Jaylynn Parenteau, Cathleen Lesperance, Brittany 
Krasiki, Janis Johnson 
 
We held Fall, Winter, and early Spring meeting to make preparations for the Annual SDTA 
Conference to be held in Waskesiu April 29th, 30th, and May 1st, 2016.   The theme will be 
‘Married To The Profession’ at which point our evening entertainment will be finding a partner for 
Charlie Chew to marry in a mock wedding event. We look forward to the speakers presenting and 
would like to thank the Continuing Education Committee for lining up a wide range of topics for 
the education portion of the weekend.   We hope for a good turnout, and that we’ll have a good 
election that brings some new and old faces to council. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Petra Beaven 
Chairperson  
 

EDITORIAL COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT 
 
Chairperson:  Amy Gabruck 
Committee Member:  Heather Sali, Loretta Singh, Cindy G. Reed 
 
Again, this year Ultraprint in North Battleford, SK has continued to print the newsletters for the 
SDTA.  In 2015 there were 4 Volumes printed and mailed to all members.  Ultraprint has assisted 
us in converting the first newsletter of 2016 into a format that we can post to the website.   
 
Please ensure you email any newsletter submissions to a.gabruck@sasktel.net or to Cindy at 
sdta@sasktel.net before newsletter deadlines.  Any suggestions to improve the newsletter are 
always welcomed.     
 

mailto:a.gabruck@sasktel.net
mailto:sdta@sasktel.net


The editorial committee is also responsible to maintain a pictorial history of the SDTA.  I have had 
not one photo submitted for this portion of the committee.   Please send me any photos you may 
have that I can organize to document our history 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Amy Gabruck 
Chairperson 
 

COMMUNITY ORAL HEALTH COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT 
 
Committee Co-Chairpersons:  Lenia Rivera, Amelia Swiderski 
Committee Members:  Lacey Evanochko, Loretta Singh, Cindy G. Reed 
 
Dental Therapists Week will be April 24-30, 2016.  Dental Therapist Week was not proclaimed by 
the Minister of Health due to the election proceedings this year.   
 
A joint Oral Health Month promotion by the dental associations and the Saskatchewan Oral 
Health Coalition will be featured in the Leader Post and Star Phoenix for the month of April.   
 
Charlie Chew tattoos are available for purchase 100/$15.00.  Dental coloring sheets are being 
developed for member’s use.  The SDTA will be printing the “Lift the Lip” pamphlet and the 
“Parents Guide” booklet.  Edits are being made and once completed Ultra Print in North Battleford 
will be contacted.   
 
“Walk With Charlie Chew” booklets are still available for members purchase at $.60 cents each.   
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

Lenia Rivera, Amelia Swiderski 
Chairperson 
 

TRADE-A-TOOTH ANNUAL REPORT 
 
Coordinator:  Lacey Evanochko 
 
This year has been a steady one once again. There hasn't been a lot of written letters or 
classroom bundles but those generally increase in April, as its Dental Health Month. I look 
forward to the hope of a large package of great letters soon and another great year.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Lacey Evanochko  
Trade-a-Tooth Coordinator 
 



 

SASKATCHEWAN DENTAL THERAPISTS ASSOCIATION 
SDTA 41th ANNUAL MEETING 

May 3, 2015 
 

MINUTES 
 
1. Call to Order 
 
Loretta Singh called the meeting to order.   
 
2. Approval of Agenda 
 
MOTION:  Patricia Gottselig moved the agenda be adopted as circulated and amended. 
Seconded by Connie Todd.  Carried. 
  
3. Minutes of the 2014 Annual Meeting 
 
Correction: No corrections 
 
MOTION:  Darren Berg moved the minutes of the 2014 Annual Meeting be adopted as presented.  
Seconded by Donna Gessner.  Carried. 
 
4. Officers’ Reports 
 

4.1 President – Loretta Singh  
 
Loretta Singh reviewed her Annual Report as circulated and amended in the Annual Reports. 
 
MOTION:  Loretta Singh moved the Presidents report be adopted as presented.  Seconded by 
Darcy Tkatchuk.  Carried. 
 

4.2 Vice-President – Janis Johnson 
 

Janis Johnson reviewed her Annual Report as circulated in the Annual Reports. 
 
Motion:  Janis Johnson moved her Vice-President’s report be adopted as presented.  Seconded 
by Leona Sharpe.  Carried. 
 
 4.3 Executive Directors Report - Cindy G. Reed 
 
Cindy Reed reviewed her Executive Directors Annual Report as circulated and amended in the 
Annual Reports.   
 
Motion:  Cindy G. Reed moved her Executive Directors Report as presented.  Seconded by 
Donna Gessner.  Carried. 
 

4.4 Registrar Report – Cindy G. Reed 
 
Cindy G. Reed reviewed her Registrar’s Report as circulated and amended in the Annual 
Reports.   
 
MOTION:  Cindy Reed moved her Registrar Report be adopted as presented.  Seconded by 
Donna Gessner.  Carried. 



 
4.5 Treasurer Report – Cindy G. Reed 

 
Cindy Reed presented members with an updated financial statement for the association. 
 
MOTION:  Cindy Reed moved her Treasurer’s report be adopted as presented.  Seconded by 
Donna Gessner.  Carried. 
 
5. Election of Council 
 
Shirley Mathieson opened the floor for nominations for Vice-President. 
Heather Sali volunteered. 
Darren Berg moved nominations closed.  Seconded by Amy Gohlke.  Carried. 
 
Shirley Mathieson opened nominations for four Members at Large (two-year term). 
Amy Gohlke nominated Amelia Swiderski.  Seconded by Darcy Tkatchuk.  
Patricia Gottselig nominated Adam Heimbecker.  Seconded by Donna Gessner. 
Barb Ing nominated Lenia Rivera.  Seconded by Christine Sandham.   
Janis Johnson nominated Mary-Lou Sanderson.  Seconded by Glenda Burnouf.    
Donna Gessner moved nominations closed.  Seconded by Connie Todd.  Carried. 
 
Shirley Mathieson opened the nominations for one Member at Large (1-year term) 
Loretta Singh nominated Darcy Tkatchuk.  Seconded by Diane Berg.   
Michelle Pearce moved the nominations closed.  Seconded by Adam Heimbecker.  Carried.   
 
6. Committee Reports 
 

6.1 Executive Committee – Loretta Singh 
 
Report as circulated in the Annual Reports. 
 
Motion:  Loretta Singh moved the Executive Committee report be adopted as presented.  
Seconded by Darren Berg.  Carried. 
 
 6.2 Professional Conduct Committee – Patricia Gottselig/Petra Beaven 
 
Report as circulated in the Annual Reports. 
 
Motion:  Patricia Gottselig moved the Professional Conduct Committee report be adopted as 
presented.  Seconded by Adam Heimbecker.  Carried. 
 
 6.3 Discipline Committee – Dwight Krauss 
 
Report as circulated in the Annual Reports. 
 
Motion:  Dwight Krauss moved the Discipline Committee report be adopted as presented.  
Seconded by Leona Sharpe.  Carried. 
 
 6.4 Credentials Committee/Professional Development Grant – Barb Ing/Lacey 
Evanochko 
 
Report as circulated in the Annual Reports. 
 
Motion:  Barb Ing moved the Credential Committee report be adopted as presented.  Seconded 
by Connie Todd.  Carried. 
 
 6.5 Legislative Review Committee – Loretta Singh 



 
Report as circulated in the Annual Reports 
 
Motion:  Loretta Singh moved the Legislative Review Committee Report be adopted as 
presented.  Seconded by Diane Berg.  Carried. 
 
 6.6 Ad Hoc Committee – Loretta Singh  
 
Report as circulated in the Annual Reports 
 
Motion:  Loretta Singh moved the Ad Hoc Committee Report be adopted as presented.  
Seconded by Heather Sali.  Carried. 
 
 6.7 Continuing Education/Professional Development Committee – Amy 
Gabruck 
   
Report as circulated in the Annual Reports. 
 
Motion:  Amy Gabruck moved the Continuing Education Committee report be adopted as 
presented.  Seconded by Darren Berg.  Carried. 
 
 6.8 SDTA 2015 Annual Conference Committee – Heather Lefevre 
 
Report as circulated in the Annual Reports.     
 
Next year’s Annual Conference will be tentatively held in Swift Current Region. 
 
Motion:  Heather Lefevre moved her report be adopted as presented.  Seconded by Leona 
Shape.  Carried. 
 
 6.9 Editorial Committee – Lynn Bryan 
 
Report as circulated in the Annual Reports. 
 
Motion:  Heather Sali moved the Editorial report be adopted as presented.  Seconded by Glenda 
Burnouf.  Carried. 
 

6.10 Community Oral Health/Trade-a-Tooth – Lois Lins/Lacey Evanochko 
 
Report as circulated in the Annual Reports. 
 
Motion:  Heather Lefevre moved the Community Oral Health Report be adopted as presented.  
Seconded by Glenda Burnouf.  Carried. 
 
Motion:  Lacey Evanochko moved the Trade-a-Tooth Report be adopted as presented.  
Seconded by Julie Tsetso.  Carried.   
 
 6.11 Saskatchewan Oral Health Professions Conference – Heather Lefevre 

/Barb Ing 
 
The SOHP Conference will be held September 10-12, 2015 in Regina at Evraz Place.  Heather 
Lefevre and Barb Ing will be the SDTA representatives.     
 
The SDTA will once again be having a booth at the conference.  Members are encouraged to 
contact Cindy Reed to assist with manning the booth.    
 



Motion:  Heather Sali moved her report be adopted as presented.  Seconded by Glenda Burnouf.  
Carried.   
 
8. Other Business/Discussion 
 

 7.1   Decisions for New Strategies – Loretta Singh 
 
Loretta Singh updated members on the hiring of a consulting firm to further promote the re-
training of dental therapists.  We will be contracting Hill & Knowlton Strategies in Regina, SK.  
Loretta Singh and Cindy G. Reed will be setting up the initial meeting.  We will be having Hill & 
Knowlton report back to council on a regular basis.     

  
 7.2   SDTA Survey 2015 – Cindy G. Reed 

 
The SDTA will be conducting its 5-year survey of members for 2015.  Members will be sent 
surveys with their annual membership renewal forms.  Cindy Reed will contact the College of 
Dental Surgeons to assist with an employer survey.   
 
 7.3   Saskatchewan Oral Health Coalition – Leslie Topola 
 
The Saskatchewan Oral Health Coalition (SOHC) celebrates its’ 6th Anniversary in May, 2015.  It 
continues to expand.  Visit the website www.saskohc.ca for more information. 
 
In partnership with others, the SOHC has:  

1. developed and focus-tested the Saskatchewan Oral Health Strategy for Seniors and 
Long Term Care:  Best Practice Standards.  This includes the development of a long term 
care (LTC) video.  This will be finalized soon, and shared with health regions and other 
professionals. 

 
2. supported and assisted the Saskatchewan Prevention Institute in the development of 

Maternal & Child Oral Health Resources – Best Practice. 
 

3. coordinated development of a training video on best practice for mentally/physically 
challenged individuals accessing dental care. 

 
4. promoted Oral Health, Total Health. 

 
5. launched the first ever Canada’s Tooth Fairy Saskatchewan Smile Drive. 

 
6. continued to expand Canada’s Tooth Fairy programming in Saskatchewan. 

 
7. Provided networking and learning opportunities at SOHC meetings. 

 
In 2015, live streaming of SOHC meetings will begin.   
 
In October, 2015, the SOHC will meet in Regina and begin to expand the membership base in 
southern Saskatchewan.  To become a member, please visit the website and complete the 
membership form.  Individual membership is $25.00/year.  All interested people are welcome!  
The strength of the SOHC is that other health professionals, agencies, groups and the public are 
involved. 
 
The SOHC will be a keynote presentation at the Saskatchewan Oral Health Professions 2015 
conference in Regina.  The coalitions’ success will be presented. 
 
 7.4  Saskatchewan Oral Health Professionals Committee for Long Term Care – 
Leslie Topola  
  

http://www.saskohc.ca/


Parkridge Centre has fully implemented daily care for LTC residents.  The staff training module 
used was Better Oral Health in Long Term Care:  Best Practice Standards for Saskatchewan.  
Dental health educators trained nurse educators and also provided initial assessments.  Nurse 
educators trained front-line staff. 
 
In April 2015, standard work and protocols will be finalized.  These will then be shared with all 
LTC homes in Saskatoon Health Region.   
 
Saskatoon Health Region is transitioning to hire a LTC – Oral Health Coordinator (OHC) for 
Parkridge Centre and Sherbrooke Community Centre.  This would be a dental assistant role, in 
which the LTC OHC acts as a liaison between the home and dental care providers.  It will also 
include administrative tasks, client consents and histories, electronic billings etc.  This role had 
been fulfilled by the University of Saskatchewan College of Dentistry, and will now continue as a 
Health Region role. 
 
The Better Oral Health in Long Term Care:  Best Practice Standards for Saskatchewan strategy 
will soon be complete.  Future plans include sharing the strategy with the Ministry of Health 
Continuing Care Branch. 
 
 7.5  Standards for Dental Therapy Education Programs in the US Expert Panel – 
Darren Berg 
 
Darren Berg updated SDTA members on further progress that had been made in the US as a 
result of work of the expert panel that he was involved in.  The expert panel developed evidence-
based educational standards for dental therapy programs in the US.  In addition, the panel 
advocated for evidence-based accreditation standards for dental therapy programs as well.  On 
February 7th, 2015, the American Council on Dental Accreditation (CODA) adopted accreditation 
standards for dental therapy programs in the US but announced that it would not move forward 
with the actual accreditation process until it received additional evidence that: 1) The allied dental 
education area been in operation for a sufficient period of time to establish benchmarks and 
adequately measure performance; 2) There is evidence of need and support from the public and 
professional communities to sustain educational programs in the discipline.  Additional evidence 
will be submitted to CODA to provide additional information to satisfy this requirement.  Many 
changes to the original draft of the CODA standards came about as a result of the direct input 
from our expert panel and evidence based recommendations from this group.  All overly 
restrictive language has been removed.   
 

7.6 PBL/Malpractice Liability Insurance – Cindy G. Reed 
 
PBL are the carriers of the SDTA Malpractice Liability Insurance.  Cindy Reed updated members 
on the policy’s claims process.   
 
 7.7  Infection Prevention and Control Standards in the Oral Health Facility - 
Dwight Krauss 
  
 The Infection Prevention and Control Standards in the Oral Health Facility document has 
been in use since April 2013.  It is available to everyone on the SDTA website.  Anyone who has 
comments to make on the document are encouraged to do so.  You can contact Cindy Reed or 
Dwight Krauss.  There was a discussion on the development of a “check list” type of document 
that could be used as a quick reference for members.  This will be further explored.   
  
 7.8  Training Modules – Patricia Gottselig 
 
Patricia Gottselig along with SK Polytechnic has developed the module “Space Maintainer for 
Dental Therapists”.  Two sessions were held in September and November 2014.  If there is 
enough interest from members for an Impressions and Models module they would provide one as 



well.  Again if members are interested in any of these or other modules they need to contact 
Sandy Peach at SK Polytechnic.  Modules are only held if there is enough interest.   
 
 7.9  Canadian Oral Health Roundtable – Loretta Singh 
 
Cindy and I attended the 2nd annual symposium on oral health, now called the Canadian Oral 
Health Roundtable (COHR) (formerly known as the National Oral Health Action Plan – NOHAP), 
February 2015 in Ottawa.  The pre-symposium event was a good review of oral health issues and 
services delivered throughout Canada.  The first symposium which was held in February 2014 
identified three priority areas for consultation and collaboration. The focus of the February 26, 
2015 Roundtable, was the oral health of children and education programs for children and 
parents, which was one of the priorities identified last year. The roundtable also reviewed the 
progress on the other two priorities from last year: community water fluoridation and senior’s oral 
health.   
 
All members were asked to provide input to a consensus statement on the Oral Health Standards 
of Care for Long-Term Care Facilities.  We were introduced to the National Oral Health 
Clearinghouse which is updated on a continuous basis and contains relevant information on oral 
health programs and initiatives across Canada.  It is administered by the Canadian Dental 
Association.  It was agreed that there is a need to use evidence to decide future direction.  There 
was much discussion regarding the scientific research showing the best ways to improve oral 
health and a continuing need for a National Oral Health Strategy.  There were many times when 
the role of a dental therapist was mentioned and there were many who have a considerable 
respect for the role dental therapy plays.   
 
9. Report of Election Results 
 
Vice-President (two-year term) 
 Heather Sali  
 
Members at Large (2-year terms) 

Adam Heimbecker 
Lenia Rivera 
Mary-Lou Sanderson 
Amelia Swiderski 
 

Member at Large (one-year term) 
 Darcy Tkatchuk 
 
10. Adjournment 
 
Loretta Singh moved the meeting be adjourned. 
 


