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AGENDA 
 

1. Call to order: Welcome/Introduction 
2. Approval of Agenda 
3. Approval of Minutes of the 2014 Annual General Meeting 
4. Officers’ Reports 
 4.1 President – Loretta Singh 
 4.2 Vice-President – Janis Johnson 
 4.3 Executive Director – Cindy G. Reed 
 4.4 Registrar – Cindy G. Reed 
 4.5 Treasurer - Cindy G. Reed 
5. Election of Council 
6. Committee Reports  
 6.1 Executive Committee – Loretta Singh  
 6.2 Professional Conduct Committee – Patricia Gottselig/Petra Beaven 
 6.3 Discipline Committee – Dwight Krauss 
 6.4 Credentials Committee/Professional Development Grant – Barb Ing 
            /Lacey Evanochko 
 6.5 Legislative Review Committee – Loretta Singh  
 6.6 Ad Hoc Committee – Loretta Singh  
 6.7 Continuing Education/Professional Development Committee – Amy Gabruck 
 6.8 SDTA 2014 Annual Conference Committee/Professional Development 
   Grant/Election – Shirley Mathieson/Patricia Gottselig/Heather Lefevre 
 6.9 Editorial Committee – Lynn Bryan 
 6.10 Community Oral Health Committee/Trade-a-Tooth – Lois Lins 
         /Lacey Evanochko 
 6.11 Saskatchewan Oral Health Professions Conference – Heather Lefevre 
            /Barb Ing  
7. Other Business/Discussion 
 7.1 Decisions for New Strategies – Loretta Singh 
 7.2 SDTA Survey 2015 – Cindy G. Reed 
 7.3 Saskatchewan Oral Health Coalition – Leslie Topola 
 7.4 Saskatchewan Oral Health Professionals Committee for Long Term Care  
          – Leslie Topola 
 7.5 Standards for Dental Therapy Education Programs in the US Expert Panel  
          – Darren Berg 
 7.6 PBL/Malpractice Liability Insurance – Cindy G. Reed 
 7.7 Infection Prevention and Control Standards in the Oral Health Facility  
          – Dwight Krause 
 7.8 Training Modules – Patricia Gottselig  
 7.9 Canadian Oral Health Round Table – Loretta Singh   
8. Reports of Election Results 
9. Adjournment 



SASKATCHEWAN DENTAL THERAPISTS ASSOCIATION 
ANNUAL REPORTS 2014-2015 

 
PRESIDENT'S ANNUAL REPORT 

 
As president one of my duties is to represent the SDTA at various activities and functions.   
 
I attended the meetings of the Saskatchewan Oral Health Coalition (SOHC) in Saskatoon where 
exciting and progressive things are happening. We will have more on that later in the AGM.    
 
I submitted a welcome message on behalf of the SDTA and attended the annual SOHP/CAPHD 
conference “Leading Innovation and Change” which was held in Saskatoon.  The event was 
efficiently organized and well attended.  The session “Dental Care in Canada, The Role of 
Saskatchewan in Leading Innovation and Change” with Carlos Quinonez was very supportive of 
Dental Therapy.   I spent time manning our booth and moderated a session.  We could use much 
more support during upcoming conferences at the SDTA booth.  I would encourage you to 
contact Cindy if you are planning to attend this year’s conference in Regina to take a shift so it is 
not left to one or two people.   
 
The SDTA 2014 Annual Conference where we celebrated 40 years of providing dental excellence 
to the people of Saskatchewan was a definite highlight of the year. Good job Saskatoon.  It was 
an excellent experience.  I am expecting by the time I present this report we will have had another 
fantastic time together learning and socializing with our peers in Moose Jaw.   
 
The 2nd annual symposium on oral health, now called the Canadian Oral Health Roundtable 
(COHR) (formerly known as the National Oral Health Action Plan – NOHAP) was held in Ottawa 
on February 26, 2015.  There was a pre-symposium event for those participants who want to be 
briefed on broader oral health issues in Canada.  The first symposium which was held in 
February 2014 identified three priority areas for consultation and collaboration. The focus of the 
2015 Roundtable was the oral health of children and education programs for children and 
parents, which was one of the priorities identified last year. The roundtable also reviewed the 
progress on the other two priorities from last year: community water fluoridation and senior’s oral 
health.  Our Executive Director and myself attended the conference on behalf of the Canadian 
Dental Therapists Association who received an invitation.  It was an excellent opportunity for 
dental therapy to be represented around the table and an important time for therapy to be 
involved.   
 
The lack of Dental Therapy training in Saskatchewan continues to be a huge concern for our 
association.  On Councils direction our Executive Director and I met with a consulting group to 
discuss the feasibility of hiring them to assist us with a strategic plan to move forward the training 
of therapists for Saskatchewan.  We will have more on this later in the AGM.   
 
I wrote letters of support to the Minister of Health in regards to the development of a provincial 
oral health strategic plan and a full-time dental health officer/director for Saskatchewan and to the 
Prevention Institute to show support for their campaign on oral health issues.   
 
I reviewed and witnessed the audit from our accountant.   
 
I took a more active role in assisting to complete the newsletter this year.      
 
I would like to acknowledge at this time our Public Representatives.  Pastor Ken Epp, Jenny 
Okroj and Linda Allen-Hardisty, are valuable assets around the Council table.  They consistently 
are a voice for and work towards the safety of the public.   
 
I would like to publicly acknowledge the hard work of Cindy Reed our Executive Director.  She 
does not shy away from her vast responsibilities and does a phenomenal job in the few hours we 



pay her each week.  Her position is far from full time.  We are so fortunate to have a skilled and 
caring individual like Cindy work tirelessly on our behalf.   
 
I would like to express my gratitude to each member on Council and those members of our 
committees who have contributed this year.  Completing their term on Council are Trish Gottselig, 
Barb Ing, Lacey Evanochko, Lois Lins and as Vice President Janis Johnson.  Continuing their 
term on Council are Amy Gabruck, Dwight Krauss, Heather Lefevre and myself. 
 
Finally I would like to say to all SDTA members Thank you for your dedication to improve the oral 
health of the residents of Saskatchewan.   
 
This is the beginning of the end of my time as President.  I have one more year to proudly 
represent you.  It has been a rewarding experience. Being on Council in any position is 
something I would encourage all to consider.   Not only is it a valuable life experience but it is a 
responsible and honorable thing to do to forward the association which licenses you. If you have 
not so of late extend yourself the opportunity.     

 
Respectfully submitted, 

Loretta Singh  
SDTA President 

 
VICE-PRESIDENT’S ANNUAL REPORT 

 
As my term as Vice President comes to an end I thank you for the opportunity to serve on Council 
with a great group of dental therapists and public representatives who are working hard to find a 
positive future for dental therapy and some way to get dental therapy training in Saskatchewan a 
reality and I applaud your efforts. I hope returning and new council members find success in this 
venture. 
 
I encourage members to be active in your profession as a Council Member or a committee 
member to ensure your own future and keep the profession a viable one. 
 
Respectfully submitted 

Janis Johnson 
SDTA Vice-President  
 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S ANNUAL REPORT 
 
Welcome everyone to the SDTA’s 41st Annual General Meeting.   
 
This year has been a busy year.  Along with the usual association business the focus has been 
on the training of dental therapists.  As in the past there have been ups and downs but still no 
training facility.  This will be discussed later on on the agenda.   
 
This year Janis Johnson will complete her term as Vice President.  It has been great working with 
her as she definitely has experience with the day at day functions of Council.  I hope to see here 
as part of Council again soon.   
 
I would like to say thank you to outgoing Council Members for their work on Council.  Outgoing 
members are Lois Lins (Community Oral Health), Lacey Evanochko (Credentials/Community Oral 
Health), Barb Ing (Credentials) and Patricia Gottselig (Professional Conduct).  I would like to also 
thank returning members for the work they have done and the work they will be doing.  Returning 
are Petra Beaven (Professional Conduct), Dwight Krauss (Discipline), Amy Gabruck (Continuing 
Education) and Heather Lefevre (SDTA Conference/Credentials).  I would also like to thank 



Lacey Evanochko who although she is leaving Council she is remaining as our Trade-a-Tooth 
and Facebook Coordinator.  Everyone has worked well together and I am looking forward to 
another year.     
 
This year our Public Representatives are Linda Allen-Hardisty, Pastor Ken Epp, and Jenny Okroj.  
Each bring their own perspective to Council and I look forward to another year with them on 
Council.     
 
I would encourage anyone who is interested in joining Council to run for election this year.  Each 
committee has a Terms of Reference (TOR) and Work Plan making it easy to understand the 
responsibilities of each committee.   
 
Other duties of the Executive Director activities will be discussed as they come up in the agenda. 
 
I am looking forward to the 41st Annual Conference in Moose Jaw and hope to see everyone 
there.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Cindy G. Reed SDT 
Executive Director/Registrar/Secretary/Treasurer  
 

REGISTRAR’S ANNUAL REPORT 
 
There has been one dental therapist registered since the 2014 Annual General Meeting. In 
accordance with Bylaw II Section 2 of the Saskatchewan Dental Therapists Association Bylaws, 
on January 31, 2015, the names of 15 dental therapists were removed from the register as they 
no longer met the requirements for registration.  In accordance with Section 19 of The Dental 
Disciplines Act, there are currently 240 dental therapists registered with the Saskatchewan Dental 
Therapists Council. 
 
There are currently 216 Practicing Memberships (licenses) issued to date for the year 2015.  
There are 211 members with a clinical restorative practice and 5 members with a public health 
preventative practice.  There were 228 Practicing Memberships in 2014.   
 
There are 24 Non-Practicing Memberships issued to date for the year 2015.  There were 23 Non-
Practicing Memberships issued in 2014. 
 
There are 25 Affiliates issued to date for the year 2015.  There were 23 Affiliates issued in 2014. 
 
Current membership information has been compiled for our Annual Report 2014 and has been 
submitted and filed with the Minister of Justice, according to Section 49 of the Dental Disciplines 
Act.   
 
There are no applications under review at this time.    
 
There was 1 application for reinstatement since the last AGM.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Cindy G. Reed SDT 
Executive Director/Registrar/Secretary/Treasurer  
 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT 
 
Committee Chairperson: Loretta Singh 



Committee Members: Janis Johnson (Vice President), Ken Epp (Public Representative), Cindy 
Reed (Executive Director non-voting)  
 
There was one time sensitive motion brought before the Executive Committee regarding funds 
($2,000.00) to procure the facility for the upcoming SDTA's 41st Annual Conference.  Moved by 
Shirley Mathieson.  Seconded by Patricia Gottselig. Motion passed.   
 
There were no motions for reinstatement brought before the committee.  
 
No additional business was brought before the Executive Committee this year.   
 
A Work Plan was shared and the Terms of Reference was reviewed and approved by Council. 
 
The Terms of Reference was presented and approved by Council. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Loretta Singh  
Chairperson 
 

PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT 
 
Committee Co-Chairpersons:  Patricia Gottselig/Petra Beaven 
Committee Members:  Jenny Okroj (public representative), Adam Heimbecker, Shirley Mathieson, 
Lenia Rivera 
 
Two conference calls were held this last year to discuss one case that was investigated by our 
committee. The decision regarding the investigation was presented to Council.  It was the 
unanimous decision of the committee and furthermore Council, not to recommend this case be 
presented to the Discipline Committee.  No further action was suggested. 
 
We are presently without legal counsel, I am recommending that the work of this committee for 
the upcoming year would be to investigate were they may wish to have one and decide on who it 
would be. 
 
We placed a member reminder in the last newsletter reminding members in regards to their 
responsibility to ensure the public realizes they are Dental Therapists. It seems to be at the heart 
of most of our investigations, it would assist everyone; mostly the publics in ensuring our 
members do just that. 
 
I want to thank the members for their work this last year, special mention to Jenny, who is 
amazing at editing and without her our finished products would have lacked the professionalism 
she brought to the table. It was wonderful to see new and interested members volunteer for this 
committee. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Patricia Gottselig 
Professional Conduct Committee Co-Chairperson 
 

DISCIPLINE COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT 
 
Committee Chairpersons:  Dwight Krauss 
Committee Members: Linda Allen-Hardisty (Public Representative) and Darren Berg   
 



No matters were referred to the Discipline Committee from the Professional Conduct Committee 
since the last AGM.  Terms of Reference for the committee was amended and accepted.  A flow 
chart is being developed by the committee to better assist members and Council.  
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dwight Krauss 

Discipline Committee Chairperson 
 

CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT 
 
Co-Chairpersons: Barb Ing/Lacey Evanochko 
Committee Member:  Rosemary Henricksen, Dana King, Heather Lefevre, Loretta Singh, Cindy 
Reed 
 
The committee has been asked to review and update the current SDTA scholarship and bursary 
guidelines. This will be added to the Work Plan for next year. 
 
The committee has been asked to review the continuing education credits request from two 
SDTA members. 
 
An application was received for the Professional and Personal Development Grant. This will be 
reviewed by the committee. 
 
Lacy is on maternity leave but still actively involved with the committee. 
 
Respectfully submitted 

Barb Ing 
Co-Chairperson 
 

LEGISLATIVE REVIEW COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT 
 
Chairperson: Loretta Singh 
Committee Members: Janis Johnson, Cindy Reed 
 
The committee members met and have continued to make changes and seek advice as to the 
needed changes for the SDTA Bylaws.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Loretta Singh 
Legislative Review Committee Chairperson  

 
CONTINUING EDUCATION/PROFESSINAL DEVELOPMENT GRANT COMMITTEE 

ANNUAL REPORT 
 
Committee Chairpersons:  Amy Gabruck 
 
The speakers for the 2015 Conference were as follows: 
  
8:30-10:00 
Dean Lefebvre 
“Quality Assurance” 
  
10:15-12:00 



Dr. Charles Lekic  
  
1:15-3:00       
Dr. Chris Yue 
  
3:15-4:15     Kim Ehman 
“Inspiring Change” 
  
No other continuing education days were organized this year as the Space Maintainer course in 
the fall had some conflicting dates.  Efforts will be made this year to offer another CE activity 
organized by the SDTA. 
  
Again, any speaker suggestions are very much appreciated!  
  
Respectfully submitted, 

Amy Gabruck 
Chairperson 
 

SDTA 2015 ANNUAL CONFERENCE ANNUAL REPORT 
 
Committee Co-Chairpersons: Heather Lefevre/Patricia Gottselig 
Committee Members: Shirley Mathieson, Candi Morhart, Matthew Rostotski, Val Taylor, Kelly 
Yasuda, Clara Ellert, Brooke Karst, Anne Cherney, Michelle Pearce, Jennifer Pituley, Ashley 
Karst, Arlene Champion, Diane McKerricher & Diane Schiltroth.  
 
The SDTA 41st Annual Professional Development Conference will be held in Moose Jaw, SK on 
May 1, 2 and 3. The Temple Gardens Hotel & Spa was chosen as the venue for this event. This 
year’s theme is “Terror in a Toga”. There will be a social evening on the Friday night, the scientific 
session Saturday followed by a “Murder Mystery” Saturday evening. The 41st Annual General 
Meeting will be held on May 3rd. The planning committee from the Moose Jaw region has worked 
very hard on the upcoming conference. The speakers were finalized and booked by Amy 
Gabruck, Committee Chairperson of the Continuing Education Committee and Patricia Gottselig. 
This year’s conference speakers are Dean Lefebvre, RDH; Children’s Dental World, Dr. Charles 
Lekic, DDM (HONS), MSc, PhD, FRCD (C) Pediatric Dentist; Dr. Chris Yue, BSc, DMD, MSc, 
FRCD (C) Pediatric Dentist; Kim Ehman. 
 
I would like to thank Patricia Gottselig and the entire conference planning committee members of 
the Moose Jaw region for all their hard work.  
 
Aside from chairing the planning committee I also reviewed and edited the Terms of Reference 
for the Professional Development Committee. I created a Work Plan and reviewed a budget. As 
always I look forward to meeting the future Council Members that will be chosen at the Annual 
General Meeting. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Heather Lefevre  
Co-Chairperson  
 

EDITORIAL COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT 
 
Chairperson:  Lynn Bryan 
Committee Member:  Loretta Singh, Cindy G. Reed 
 
This year once again Ultra Print is the printer for the newsletter.  They have been great to work 
with.  Again if anyone has articles that they feel our members may find interesting please send 



them in.  We are always looking for photos of oral health events or photos from past conferences.  
Our contact information and the Photo Release form can be found on the SDTA Website. 
 
The SDTA newsletter is now in a format that can make it available to members on the SDTA 
website.   
 
Amy Gabruck has volunteered to be the SDTA’s new editor.  Submissions can be made to Amy 
at a.gabruck@sasktel.net or to Cindy at sdta@sasktel.net or mailed to:   
 

Saskatchewan Dental Therapists Association 
P.O. Box 360 
Gull Lake, SK S0N 1A0 

 
Thanks for your support! 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Lynn Bryan   
Chairperson 
 

COMMUNITY ORAL HEALTH COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT 
 
Committee Chairpersons:  Lois Lins 
Committee Members:  Lacey Evanochko, Loretta Singh, Cindy G. Reed 
 
Committee Activities: 
  
A letter was sent to the Minister of Health for the proclamation of Dental Therapists Week April 
19-25, 2015.   
 
Nu Tec Embroidery in North Battleford has been contacted to provide SDTA Logo nametags.  
Members can order themselves through Nu Tec Embroidery at 306-446-1588 or 1-866-446-1588.  
More information can be found in the last SDTA newsletter.   
 
We have distributed approximately 5,000 Walk With Charlie Chew booklets in the last year.  
There are still lots left and are available for members to purchase.  They are 60 cents each.   
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

Lois Lins 
Chairperson 
 

TRADE-A-TOOTH ANNUAL REPORT 
 
Coordinator:  Lacey Evanochko 
 
As with past years there have been busy times of the year with letters, as well as some very slow 
times.  The higher times seem to coincide with visits from DHE’s in the different areas.  I enjoying 
seeing all the stories and encourage all dental therapists to help promote Trade-a-Tooth in their 
daily practices.  If anyone would like a poster to display, they are welcome to ask at any time.  I 
am hoping we are able to have another successful year of making kids smile. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Lacey Evanochko  
Trade-a-Tooth Coordinator 

mailto:a.gabruck@sasktel.net
mailto:sdta@sasktel.net


 
DENTAL THERAPY TRAINING AD HOC COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT 

Chairperson: Loretta Singh 
Committee Members: Dwight Krauss, Shirley Matheson, Leslie Topola 
 
This group was formed specifically to assist Council when needed in completing tasks regarding 
the reinstating of a school of dental therapy.  Council has not directed the Ad Hoc committee to 
assist in any projects this year.  Much work continues by many in our quest to see a school of 
dental therapy functioning again.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Loretta Singh  
Dental Therapy Training Ad Hoc Committee Chairperson  

 



SASKATCHEWAN DENTAL THERAPISTS ASSOCIATION 
SDTA 40th ANNUAL MEETING 

May 4, 2014 
 

MINUTES 
 
1. Call to Order 
 
Loretta Singh called the meeting to order.   
 
2. Approval of Agenda 
 
MOTION:  Janet Gray moved the agenda be adopted as circulated and amended. Seconded by 
Leona Sharpe.  Carried. 
  
3. Minutes of the 2013 Annual Meeting 
 
Correction: No corrections 
 
MOTION:  Connie Todd moved the minutes of the 201 Annual Meeting be adopted as presented.  
Seconded by Dana King.  Carried. 
 
4. Officers’ Reports 
 

4.1 President – Loretta Singh  
 
Loretta Singh reviewed her Annual Report as circulated and amended in the Annual Reports. 
 
MOTION:  Loretta Singh moved the Presidents report be adopted as presented.  Seconded by 
Dian Berg.  Carried. 
 

4.2 Vice-President – Janis Johnson 
 

Janis Johnson reviewed her Annual Report as circulated in the Annual Reports. 
 
Motion:  Janis Johnson moved her Vice-President’s report be adopted as presented.  Seconded 
by Darcy Tkatchuk.  Carried. 
 
 4.3 Executive Directors Report - Cindy G. Reed 
 
Cindy Reed reviewed her Executive Directors Annual Report as circulated and amended in the 
Annual Reports.   
 
Motion:  Cindy G. Reed moved her Executive Directors Report as presented.  Seconded by Leslie 
Topola.  Carried. 
 

4.4 Registrar Report – Cindy G. Reed 
 
Cindy G. Reed reviewed her Registrar’s Report as circulated and amended in the Annual 
Reports.   
 
MOTION:  Cindy Reed moved her Registrar Report be adopted as presented.  Seconded by 
Darren Berg.  Carried. 
 



4.5 Treasurer Report – Cindy G. Reed 
 
Cindy Reed presented members with an updated financial statement for the association. 
 
MOTION:  Cindy Reed moved her Treasurer’s report be adopted as presented.  Seconded by 
Darren Berg.  Carried. 
 
5. Election of Council 
 
Loretta Singh opened the floor for nominations for President. 
Loretta Singh volunteered. 
Barb Ing moved nominations closed.  Seconded by Rosemary Henricksen.  Carried. 
 
Loretta Singh opened nominations for the one Member at Large (one year term). 
Patricia Gottselig volunteered. 
Barb Ing moved nominations closed.  Seconded by Diane Berg.  Carried. 
 
Loretta Singh opened the nominations for four-Members at Large (2 years terms) 
Dwight Krauss volunteered. 
Heather Lefebvre volunteered. 
Amy Gabruck volunteered. 
Darcy Tkatchuk nominated Penny Griffith.  Seconded by Janet Gray.  Carried. 
Darren Berg nominated Petra Beaven.  Seconded by Lacey Evanochko.  Carried.   
Dwight nominated Dana King.  Seconded by Julia Tsetso.  Carried.   
Barb Ing moved the nominations closed.  Seconded by Rosemary Henricksen.  Carried. 
 
6. Committee Reports 
 

6.1 Executive Committee – Loretta Singh 
 
Report as circulated in the Annual Reports. 
 
Motion:  Loretta Singh moved her report be adopted as presented.  Seconded by Amy Gabruck.  
Carried. 
 
 6.2 Professional Conduct Committee – Patricia Gottselig  
 
Report as circulated in the Annual Reports. 
 
Motion:  Patricia Gottselig moved the Professional Conduct Committee report be adopted as 
presented.  Seconded by Janet Gray.  Carried. 
 
 6.3 Discipline Committee – Dwight Krauss 
 
Report as circulated in the Annual Reports. 
 
Motion:  Dwight Krauss moved the Discipline Committee report be adopted as presented.  
Seconded by Darcy Tkatchuk.  Carried. 
 
Discussion:  There was discussion on the importance of all committee members receiving the 
Terms of Reference for their respective committees. 
 
 6.4 Credentials Committee/Professional Development Grant – Barb Ing/Lacey 
Evanochko 
 
Report as circulated in the Annual Reports. 
 



Motion:  Barb Ing moved the Credential Committee report be adopted as presented.  Seconded 
by Janet Gray.  Carried. 
 
 6.5 Legislative Review Committee – Loretta Singh 
 
Report as circulated in the Annual Reports 
 
Motion:  Loretta Singh moved her Legislative Review Committee Report be adopted as 
presented.  Seconded by Barb Ing.  Carried. 
 
 6.6 Continuing Education/Professional Development Committee – Amy 
Gabruck 
   
Report as circulated in the Annual Reports. 
 
Motion:  Amy Gabruck moved her report be adopted as presented.  Seconded by Petra Beaven.  
Carried. 
 
Discussion:  There was discussion on holding a continuing education session in Prince Albert, 
SK.  It was decided that a future a session would be organized for Prince Albert. 
 
 6.7 SDTA 2014 Annual Conference Committee – Heather Lefevre 
 
Report as circulated in the Annual Reports.     
 
Next year’s Annual Professional Development will be held in Moose Jaw Region. 
 
Motion:  Heather Lefevre moved her report be adopted as presented.  Seconded by Patricia 
Gottselig.  Carried. 
 
 6.8 Editorial Committee – Lynn Bryan 
 
Report as circulated in the Annual Reports. 
 
Motion:  Cindy G. Reed moved the Editorial report be adopted as presented.  Seconded by Barb 
Ing.  Carried. 
 

6.9 Community Oral Health/Trade-a-Tooth – Lois Lins/Lacey Evanochko 
 
Report as circulated in the Annual Reports. 
 
Motion:  Heather Lefevre moved the Community Oral Health Report be adopted as presented.  
Seconded by Glenda Burnouf.  Carried. 
 
Motion:  Lacey Evanochko moved the Trade-a-Tooth Report be adopted as presented.  
Seconded by Julie Tsetso.  Carried.   
 
 6.10 Dental Therapy Training Ad Hoc Committee – Loretta Singh 
 
The Ad Hoc Training Committee is comprised of Dwight Krauss, Shirley Mathieson, Leslie Topola 
and Loretta Singh.  Updates were given by the members as to what progress has been made or 
not made with regard to reestablishing the training of dental therapists.  The committee will 
continue advocating for a school of dental therapy in the province.       
 
Motion:  Loretta Singh moved the Ad Hoc Committee Report be adopted as presented.  
Seconded by Janet Gray.  Carried.   
 



7. Other Business/Discussion 
 

 7.1   Proposed Action for the Continuance of Dental Therapy in Saskatchewan – 
Ad Hoc Committee 
 
See 6.10 above.   

  
 7.2   Saskatchewan Oral Health Coalition – Leslie Topola 

 
The Saskatchewan Oral Health Coalition (SOHC) continues to grow.  Check out the website, at 
www.saskohc.ca .  The website contains all past presentations, current news and projects, and a 
variety of resources. 
Major projects the SOHC are working on are: 

 Canada’s Tooth Fairy.  In 2012, Saskatchewan became the first Oral Health Zone in 

Canada.  This foundation is based on the National Children’s Oral Health Foundation 

(NCOHF) in the U.S., titled America’s Tooth Fairy.  NCOHF is seeking funding for the 

Saskatchewan Oral Health Zone.  This funding will support the foundation for three years 

with a manager/executive director, to get the foundation up and running. 

 

 Oral Health in Long Term Care (LTC).  In partnership with Saskatchewan Oral Health 

Professions (SOHP), the SOHC is working on Better Oral Health in LTC – Best Practice 

Standards for Saskatchewan.  A Saskatchewan Strategy Better Oral Health in Long Term 

Care report will be completed by summer, and shared with the Ministry of Health, 

Community Care Branch. 

 

 SOHC, in partnership with the Saskatchewan Prevention Institute, is focusing on: 

training resources for prenatal mothers, young families, and their children;  and 

education of all pre- and post- natal health providers on the importance of oral health 

during pregnancy, and that the importance of early oral health care for infants is essential 

to change practices. 

 

 SOHC becoming a non-profit agency, and implementing membership. 

 7.3   Saskatchewan Oral Health Professionals Committee for Long Term Care – 
Leslie Topola 
 
Better Oral Health in LTC – Best Practice Standards for Saskatchewan 
 
Treatment for LTC residents continues to be provided at:  Santa Maria (Regina Qu’Appelle Health 
Region); Sherbrooke Community Centre and Parkridge Centre (Saskatoon Health Region); a 
variety of LTC homes in Saskatoon Health Region by private practice dentist Dr. Barghava; and a 
few other homes across Saskatchewan. 
 
A pilot project at Parkridge Centre beginning in May 2014 will provide training to staff to begin 
daily oral care for residents.  Better Oral Health in Long Term Care training resources will be 
used.  The pilot is in one neighborhood and will expand to others until all Parkridge residents are 
included.  Ashley White, Cynthia Ostafie, and Julie Laberge-Lalonde are involved with the 
implementation of this project. 
 
Better Oral Health in Long Term Care – Best Practice Standards for Saskatchewan – a 
Saskatchewan Strategy Report will be completed by June 2014.  It will be shared with the 
Ministry of Health Community Care Branch.  The future plan is to implement Better Oral Health in 
Long Term Care throughout Saskatchewan. 
 

http://www.saskohc.ca/


In January, 2014, SOHC and SOHP members met with the Ministry of Health Community Care 
Branch, to brief them on the work occurring related to oral health in LTC in Saskatchewan.  The 
Ministry was open to this information, and is aware that it is a concern. 
 
 7.4  Standards for Dental Therapy Education Programs in the US Expert Panel - 
Darren Berg  
  
Darren Berg has participated on the “Expert Pane;” that researched and developed evidence 
based education standards for dental therapy programs in the United States.  Darren updated 
SDTA members on the work the panel has been doing.  There have been some changes to the 
Accreditation Standards for Dental Therapy Education in the U.S.  Our neighbors to the south 
continue to make positive progress.  The state of Maine voted to allow for dental 
hygienist/therapists to practice in their state.   There are several other states currently looking at 
legislation.   
 
 7.5  PBL/Malpractice Liability Insurance – Cindy G. Reed 
  
I have been in contact with PBL Insurance regarding our Malpractice Liability Insurance Policy.  
We have another new contact person, Bert Weerts at their Windsor office.  I contacted him to 
clarify “claims made” vs “occurrence based”, as stated at the last AGM.  A “claims-made” basis 
means that the policy in force at the time a claim is made against the insured is applies to the 
claim regardless of when the occurrence forming the basis of the claim occurred.    Therefore the 
policy must be in force at the time that the claim is made for coverage to apply.  An “occurrence” 
based policy will provide coverage if the claim is within the dates of coverage even if the policy 
may have expired as of the time the insured received notice of the claim.  The SDTA’s member’s 
policy is a “claims made” policy.  This is typical for associations such as ours.   
 
PBL has also made it clear that our members would be covered if they should have the need to 
administer an Epi pen injection in an emergency situation to a patient provided they have an 
accurate medical history of the patient.   
 
This year at PBL’s request three questions have been added to our annual membership renewal 
form regarding members past history.   
 
 7.6  Saskatchewan Oral Health Professions Annual Scientific Session 2014 – 
Leslie Topola 
  
Saskatchewan Oral Health Professions/Canadian Association of Public Health Dentistry 
Conference 

 September 11-13, 2014 in Saskatoon, at TCU Place   

 Plans are well underway.  Key speakers include: 

Dr. Anita Chakravanti – Mindlessness, Stress, & Resilience 

Dr. Carlos Quinonez 

Eva Grayzel – Oral Cancer 

 Check website at www.saskoralhealthconference.com  for all information. 

 Registration Fee for Dental Therapists:  $185.00 + tax = $194.25 

 Schedule: 

Thurs., September 11 – displays, with food available 

Fri., September 12 – all-day sessions, including CAPHD abstract presentations.  

Supper with entertainment (comedian) 

Sat., September 13 – morning sessions, with SDTA forum at noon. 

 
 7.7  Canadian Council on Tobacco Control (CCTC) – Cynthia Ostafie  
 

http://www.saskoralhealthconference.com/


The CCTC is a national, non-profit, charitable organization that was committed to ensuring the 

timely and practical transfer of critical knowledge and skill development for effective local, 

provincial and national action on tobacco issues.  Their site has created and maintained a 

knowledge network and actively linked key persons and agencies so that they may learn from 

and gain from each other’s knowledge and experience.  

 

Membership included benefits such as access to member-only information,  a registration fee 

discount for the Canadian National Conference to name a few.  It also indicated a commitment to 

tobacco control in Canada and a belief in the important role that knowledge mobilization and 

transfer play in supporting effective action on tobacco issues. 

 

The SDTA has been a member for a few years now and our 2 year membership renewal would 

be due this year. The CCTC still exists, but in an extremely limited capacity as they have lost 

funding for full support.  When I recently checked their website it indicates “This site is no 

longer being updated as of March 30th, 2012”.  

 

Recommendation:  Perhaps the time has come for further consideration whether the SDTA 

would find it necessary to renew their membership with CCTC.  Now we do have access to same 

or similar information through Saskatchewan’s Tobacco Reduction Strategy that offers 

knowledge exchange, updates on current issues in tobacco control, webinars, etc.   

 

Respectfully submitted 
Cynthia Ostafie 

 
 7.8  Infection Prevention and Control Standards in the Oral Health Facility – 
Dwight Krauss.   
 
The Infection Prevention and Control Standards document has been in use since April 2013.  If 
any members have question or need clarification please contact Cindy Reed or Dwight Krauss. If 
any members feels there should be changes to the document let us know.  This is a living 
documented and will be amended as needed.  Members will be notified of any updates.   
 
The document is available to members on the SDTA website.  The Infection Prevention and 
Control Standards document has been completed and adopted by the SDTA, College of Dental 
Surgeons, Saskatchewan Dental Assistants Association, Saskatchewan Dental Hygienists 
Association and the Denturists Society of Saskatchewan.   
 
 7.9  Saskatchewan Oral Health Professions Forum – Cindy G. Reed 
 
The Saskatchewan Oral Health Professions is made up of the executive directors/registrars of the 
6 oral health professions in the province.  The committee is still in the process of developing an 
MOU (Memorandum of Understanding).  No progress has been made.  There has been no further 
meeting scheduled.  Cindy will keep council informed on the committee’s progress. 
 
 7.10 Training Modules – Patricia Gottselig 
 
Patricia Gottselig has been working with SIAST to develop a space maintainer module for dental 
therapists.  The OK has been given but no dates have been finalized.  Once the final details have 
been determined and a date selected our members will be notified.  Members interested must 
contact Sandy Peach at SIAST to be put on the list if they were interested in taking the Module.  
SIAST will be contacting those on the list.  Sandy Peach’s contact information will be emailed to 
members.    
 



 7.11 CDA’s Towards a National Oral Health Action Plan Symposium – Leslie 
Topola 
 
Leslie Topola attended the CDA’s Towards a National Oral Health Action Plan Symposium held 
on Wednesday, Feb 27th in Ottawa. Leslie attended as a member of the Canadian Dental 
Therapists Association (CDTA) along with Sajiev Thomas, President of the CDTA.  The 
symposium brought together representatives from a broad and diverse range of health 
professions and organizations, which included client/community representatives as well.  
 
Each organization was allowed to have 2 representatives participate and 1 observer- if they 
chose to. It was organized as a facilitated discussion with Mr. Sean Moore as the facilitator. 
Principles of Engagement were in place for the discussion. There were 3 initial presentations to 
provide background and context to the discussion. They were delivered by Dr. Peter Cooney, Dr. 
Louise Desjardins ( who researched and wrote the discussion paper that was the foundation for 
the discussion on the 27th) and Mr. Bill Tholl, who reported the collated results of the stakeholders 
consultations ( all groups invited had the option to complete a short survey prior to attending). 
 
The symposium proceeded to have a discussion throughout the day that focused on the oral 
health of Canadians, vulnerable sub-groups and their needs, possibilities for collaboration to 
develop future actions that would address the needs of vulnerable groups and the process for 
future actions. The result at the end of the day was that there as consensus to work together on 
fluoridation, children and youth and vulnerable seniors. 
 
This symposium is the first step in a broad consultation process. The CDA plans to engage other 
provinces and territories in this process in the future. It was an historic event and I was extremely 
honored to be able to be a part of it. 
 
8. Report of Election Results 
 
President (two year term) 
 Loretta Singh  
 
Member at Large (one year term) 
 Patricia Gottselig 
 
Members at Large (2-year terms) 

Petra Beaven 
Amy Gabruck 
Dwight Krauss 
Heather Lefevre 

 
Motion:  Janis Johnson moved the election ballots be destroyed.  Seconded by Patricia Gottselig.  
Carried.   
 
9. Adjournment 
 
Loretta Singh moved the meeting be adjourned. 
 


